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man da, the cosmic egg or spheroid, with its seven
upper and seven lower planes ; but only the
upper half is worshipped, as representing the
earthly and heavenly spheres.
In the stupa of Borobudur this cosmic symbol
is constructed on a colossal scale. It was designed
with a square base, like the miniature Yantra
used in ancient and modern ritual, and arranged
in seven planes after the metaphysical concept.
Constructional necessities compelled the builders
to flatten the curve of the spheroid considerably,
so that pilgrims in their circumambulation might
be able to reach the summit. Those who followed
the whole procession path up to the stupa's
crowning pinnacle were performing symbolically
the same rite as the Buddhist pilgrim of to-day,
when he first visits the sacred places associated
with the various lives of the Blessed One on
earth, and then climbs the heights of Kailasa to
bow down in worship, as if in the presence of the
Lord Buddha.
In exactly the same way the pilgrims at Boro-
budur, when they entered the lowest procession
path, began to pass in review the previous lives
of the Buddha, as told in the jatakas, and the
story of his last rebirth. Then, as they mounted
to the higher ciroilar terraces, they entered the
regions of formlessness, the transcendental
Himalayas, where the images of the Dhyani-
Buddhas (Plate I) were only dimly visible through